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Contacts
NZ Sport and Vintage
Aviation Society:
www.svaS.ofg,nz
Wings over Wairarapa:
www,wings.org.nz
Zest Food Tours:
www.zestfoodtours.co. nz
Parehua Country Estate:
www.parehua.co.nz
Boutique Beer Tasting Tour:
www.wild aboutwelli ngton.
co.nz
Vintners Retreat Resort:
www.vi ntnersretreat.co,nz
Ohte[: www.ohtel.com

GETTING TIlERE
Air New Zeolond flies
doily from Sydney,
Metboum€ ond Brisbone
lo Wellingrton. For fores
ond bookings see www.
0irnew260l0nd.com.0u
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1. Wellington cable car.
2. Highfietds Estate in

llarlborough.3. Bike hire and
kayak on Welllngton waterfront.

a lounge bar, reading room and dessert
venue all in one. In its intimate, book-tined
interior we discover a sophisticated crowd,
table service and an imoressive cocktail [ist.

From here it 's a short stumble to Motet,
another refined establishment that was
recently named as one of the world's
top 1oo bars. After a couple of Tyburn
Neck-Stretchers from its Smugglers and
Highwayman themed cocktaiI l ist, things
are getting a tittle bturry so we order
a MotelCtub Sandwich, an inventive
concoction of blue cheese, apple & fresh
basit. lt 's wetl-t imed because ro minutes
later I 'm drinking a potent mix of vanitla
vodka, maraschino l iqueur and elderflower

tea poured from a teapot. Tucked away at the end ofa dodgy-tooking
alleyway, Alice is the sort of bar you'd expect to find in Melbourne.

From here on in things get murky as we duck into a handfut of other
bars, including the leather-couched refinery of Hawthorn Gentleman's
Club and locals' favourite Matterhorn.

We're staying in Ohtel, a quirky 1o-room boutique property from the
"don't try this at home" school of interior design. Owner Alan Btundetl
trawled Melbourne's antique shops for authentic'6os Danish-style
furniture and has combined it with modern fitt ings to create an intriguing
blend of nostalgic luxury.

We have one final instatment in our lads'weekend away: a hop over
the Cook Strait to check out the big daddy of NZ wine production:
Marlborough. l 've long been a fan of Marlborough's sav-blancs and it
would be hard to think of a better way to spend an afternoon than fl i tt ing
between the celtar doors of household names such as Montana and
Wither Hilts atongside smaller producers such as Saint Clair and Seresin.

On our last night we sit outside our vil la at Vintners Retreat Resort,
crack open a bottle of Vitla Maria and stowly put the world to rights.
Now this is more what I had in mind. *

Rob McForland was o guest of Air New Zealand and Positively Wellington.

A Classic Of The Vintage
On paper the Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre in the Marlborough region sounds
about as interesting as a shower curtain conference: an historicaI display ofvintage
World War I aircraft and memorabilia...yawn. Inside, it's a revelation. The museum

houses director Peter
Jackson's private collection
of World War I aircraft,
arranged into a series of
dramatic displays by the
production team behind
the Lord ofthe Rings.

It's the true-life stories
that make the place
so compell ing: the re-
enactment of Kiwi pilot
Keith Caldwell  stabi l ising

his crippled plane by lumping out of the cockpit and f lying i t  from the wing; the
footage of Germans hand dropping bombs from their cockpits; and the haunting
photo of a z3-year-old German pilot taken two weeks before his death. You'll go
in for 10 minutes and emerge two hours later. www.omaka.org.nz


